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Medico-Chirurgical Transactions. 483 has left nothing to be discovered by the dissection of the Hottentot Venus, even by the anatomists of Paris. The apron is ascertained to be long nymphae, adhering at their upper edge, so as to appear a simple organ. It sometimes hangs five inches out from the external labia. The rump consists of nothing but a mass of fat deposited between the muscles and the skin, and constitutes a singular analogy with the fat-tailed sheep of the same country. The whole paper is curious, and makes us wish that Dr Somerville, who must possess the materials, would communicate to the public, more, or rather all of the information he acquired concerning that singular people and country.
A very singular monstrous foetus is described by Mr Maunoir of Geneva, (No XVI. p. 257.) " In order to obtain a correct idea of the form of this singular being, we must imagine two female foetuses, each divided transversely into two portions ; the one containing the greater part of the trunk, the head, and pectoral extremities, and the other consisting of the pelvis and the pelvic extremities. We must then suppose the operation of some blind poAver tending to repair this injury, and to reunite all the parts that had been separated ; but which, instead of bringing each portion in contact with the corresponding part from which it had been divided, had united the trunk of the one with tho trunk of the other, and the pelvis of the one with the pelvis of the other ; so as to form on the one hand, an individual composed of a very irregular kind of trunk, with two heads and four pectoral extremities : and on the other a being consisting of two pelves, and four pelvic extremities. Lastly, we must conceive this latter being united to the former by being placed transversely upon it on its back, just as a sack of corn is laid on the back of a mule. "?pp. 258, 259. Mr LangstafF (No. XXX. p (( One pound of the seeds of stramonium, after being well bruised, are boiled with three gallons of water down to one gallon. The decoction is strained, and the seeds arc again boiled, with one gallon more of water, to two quarts. This second decoction is strained, and, being mixed with the former, the whole is allowed to stand for twelve hours. The liquor is then drawn off, free from fecula and oil, and evaporated to a proper consistence, the latter part of the evaporation being performed in a water bath. A considerable portion of oil is separated from the seeds by boiling, which is troublesome in the extract, if allowed to remain, and does not appear to add in any degree to its effect. " The quantity of extract, yielded by one pound of seeds, is from one ounce and a half to two ounces, being liable to some variation from the state and quality of the seeds. f4 An analogous extract is obtained by a process exactly similar, by substituting the whole plant, cut into small pieces, instead of the seeds; but in this case none of the oily matter, above mentioned, appears. The proportion of extract, when prepared from the whole plant, has not been ascertained."?pp. 556-7. Eleven well engraved plates illustrate the contents of the volume.
